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tion of the Bank of England, of the India, or Russian, or
South Sea, or Turkish companies. These Acts operating in
a country with two established religions produced some
ludicrous anomalies. A Nonconformist could vote for Parlia-
ment, and could sit In Parliament; outside Parliament he
was disqualified for the meanest offices under a corporation.
A member of the Established Presbyterian Church in Scot-
land could not hold office in England under the Crown,,
unless he communicated with the Established Anglican
Church, thereby associating himself with a religion which he
could not hold in Scotland without suffering disabilities.
The penalties on the Statute Book for the violation of these
Acts were very brutal, depriving the offender of almost all
his rights at law. The Acts were constantly evaded, and
annual Acts of Indemnity were passed to protect persons who
broke them, but Beaufoy showed that they were no protection
to men who conscientiously refused to take the Sacrament
The common fear of political Catholicism in Ireland led to
the repeal of all Acts against Protestants in that country in
1779. In England the alarm which had produced this
concerted method of defence disappeared too soon to impel
the Anglican Protestants to remove the disabilities of the
Protestant dissenters, and the trials of strength in George lll/s
reign were not influenced by a religious panic that in this
case alone might have been salutary in its effects. Three
attempts were made to repeal the Acts. The first, a motion
made by Beaufoy, in 1787, was defeated by 176 to 98 ;
the second, also made by Beaufoy in 1789, by 122 to 102 ;
the third, made by Fox in 1790, by 294 to 105; whilst a
proposal made by Sir Gilbert Elliot in 1791 to repeal the
Test Act, as far as it related to Scotland, was defeated by
149 to 62. The Acts were finally repealed in 1828, though
even then the opposition was represented by 193 votes in a
House of 430.
The case against the Acts was presented with unanswer-
able force by Fox and Beaufoy. The points of attack
were many and various. First of all the Acts were a real